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position he held for over 40 years. As pastor,
he was an advocate for human and civil rights
and the less fortunate. He mentored and was
a role model for other men in his parish, urg-
ing them to help those in need. Bishop Barn-
well also led the effort to declare Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jrs birthday a State holiday.
Even before this occurred, | remember Bishop
Barnwell bringing us together to celebrate Dr.
King’s birthday at Phoenix’s Patriot Square
Park.

Bishop Barnwell continues to be an active
member in many Phoenix community organi-
zations. For example, he serves on the
Boards of the Phoenix Opportunities Industrial-
ization Center, OIC, and St. Mary’s Food
Bank. He is also a member of the Mayor’s
Human Relations Commission, the Maricopa
County branch of the NAACP, and the Sheriffs
Religious Advisory Committee of Maricopa
County. Bishop Barnwell will add the Calvin C.
Goode Lifetime Achievement award to a long
list of local, state, and national recognitions,
including Arizona Pastor of the Year, 1989,
the Blue Cross Blue Shield Ageless Hero
Award, and Honorary Citizen of Tucson, AZ.

Born and raised in Florida, Bishop Barnwell
first arrived in Phoenix to attend Grand Can-
yon College and the Arizona College of the
Bible. In 1954, he enlisted in the U.S. Air
Force, from which he retired after 20 years of
service. Bishop Barnwell is the devoted hus-
band of Sheila Yvonne Barnwell; he is a proud
father and grandfather.

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Bishop Barnwell for this award and to thank
him for his enduring commitment to improving
the lives of Arizona’s citizens.

—————

HONORING TRO JUNG-BRANNEN

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 19, 2007

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, | ask
my colleagues to join me today in the ac-
knowledgement of the architectural and design
firm TRO Jung-Brannen located in Shelby
County, TN.

On October 19, 2006, TRO Jung-Brannen
was awarded the Export Achievement Certifi-
cate given by the United States Department of
Commerce in recognition of the firm’s export
excellence, increased export sales, and the
opening of new international markets.

TRO Jung-Brannen is an architectural and
design firm with 325 people on staff with bil-
lings in excess of 50 million. The Shelby
County office has 13 architects and 38 addi-
tional employees. The firm specializes in de-
signing healthcare, educational and commer-
cial facilities. The firm was established in 1909
and has served over 500 clients with projects
totaling more than six billion dollars.

Please join me in honoring TRO Jung-
Brannen on their wonderful award and remark-
able record of accomplishments.
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Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to enter into the RECORD my strong support for
H.R. 61, in observation and celebration of the
birthday, life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.; his life of service in promoting peace
and justice for all people of every nation, and
the preservation of his legacy in our continued
efforts to ensure peace and justice to every
man, woman, and child.

In celebrating the birthday of Dr. King, we
are reminded of his sacrifice and leadership in
ensuring that this great nation live up to its
highest potential by acknowledging and prac-
ticing the self-evident truth “that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed, by their
Creator, with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit
of Happiness.”

As we are engaged in a war that has taken
the lives of thousands of American soldiers
and hundreds of thousands of Iraqi lives, we
must revisit Dr. King’'s stance of nonviolence
and his opposition to the Vietham war; a war
that oppressed the poor and voiceless, a war
that obstructed the rights of life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.

Dr. King would have us on the frontlines of
the anti-war movement, questioning whether
our actions in Iraq and around the world are
doing more than just creating more chaos and
violence. He would ask us to attack the root
causes of poverty, building bridges between
the private sector and non-profits to provide
educational and work opportunities to every-
one. He would challenge us to put the fate of
our brothers and sisters ahead of property and
profit, to invest in people and ideas, not guns
and violence.

On April 4, 1967, a year to the date of his
death, Dr. King addressed the Clergy and
Laity Concerned at Riverside Church in New
York City, condemning the Vietnam war and
urging his fellow citizens to break their silence.
His message echoes the plight that we face
today in lIraq; his words, etched in history,
serve as a guide that we must heed.

Dr. King stated that “. . . Somehow this
madness must cease. We must stop now. |
speak as a child of God and brother to the
suffering poor of Vietnam. | speak for those
whose land is being laid waste, whose homes
are being destroyed, whose culture is being
subverted. | speak for the poor of America
who are paying the double price of smashed
hopes at home and death and corruption in
Vietnam. | speak as a citizen of the world, for
the world as it stands aghast at the path we
have taken. | speak as an American to the
leaders of my own nation. The great initiative
in this war is ours. The initiative to stop it must
be ours.”

One need only substitute the word Vietnam
with Iraq to recognize the analogous gravity
that our Nation is engaged in. We must em-
brace Dr. King’s legacy to achieve equality for
the poor and to promote peace.

The invasion of Iraq has led the poor in our
country to bear the brunt of military responsi-
bility, while the children of government officials
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and the wealthy make no sacrifice. Dr. King’s
remarks serve as a mirror to this country’s un-
willingness for all to make a sacrifice in en-
gaging in war. He said “perhaps the more
tragic recognition of reality took place when it
became clear to me that the war was doing far
more than devastating the hopes of the poor
at home. It was sending their sons and their
brothers and their husbands to fight and to die
in extraordinarily high proportions relative to
the rest of the population. We were taking the
black young men who had been crippled by
our society and sending them eight thousand
miles away to guarantee liberties in Southeast
Asia which they had not found in southwest
Georgia and East Harlem.”

We must take this day to get our national
priorities back in order. We must recognize
our obligation to the citizens of this country,
and our responsibility to promote peace
around the world.

Now is the time to grab a comfortable pair
of shoes for a new journey of activism. If we
truly want to honor our king, we must renew
our commitment to the world congregation that
he loved. To follow footsteps as large as his
is definitely difficult, but not beyond our hearts
and minds. The task may well prove to be
easier if more of us can take them together.

| want to especially thank the Baptist Min-
isters Conference, the National Action Net-
work, and the 16th Council District's Annual
MLK Memorial for allowing me to honor the
life of Dr. King with them, and to follow in his
footsteps.

———————

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG
PRICE NEGOTIATION ACT OF 2007
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OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 12, 2007

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support for our Nation’s seniors. In
2003 this body passed historic legislation that
provided America’s senior citizens with a true
prescription drug benefit under Medicare Part
D. | was pleased to vote for this bill. Since en-
actment, this program has been extremely
successful. More than 38 million Medicare
beneficiaries now have drug coverage, either
through Medicare or another source. This rep-
resents about 90 percent of all Medicare
beneficiaries.

We have been able to provide seniors with
low cost, life saving medicines. In fact, the
program has been so successful in encour-
aging private sectors to compete for enroll-
ment, that the cost to seniors is much lower
than anticipated. In fact, seniors are saving,
on average, $1,200 a year on prescription
drugs. And the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid (CMS) reports that prices are continuing
to decrease, due to this competition in the pri-
vate sector. The ‘bids’ by the prescription drug
plans are 10 percent lower, on average, in
2007 than 2006. At the same time, Part D re-
cipients saw a 13 percent increase in the
number of medications available.

| strongly support the Republican motion to
recommit which will ensure that the progress
of the past several years continues. | will vote
for the proposal to assure continued access to
covered Part D drugs and pharmacy networks,
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